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Storm petrel chicks recorded on St Agnes & Gugfirst time in living
memory!

Last year we had the wonderful news of the first Manx shearwater chicks on St Ag
FYR DdAK® ¢KAa &@SINJAG KIFIa 0SSy (KS
been recorded as breeding on St Agnes and Gugh in living memory. Turn to Pagess
NEFR Fo62dzi K2g¢g FTAQDPS Waliz2N¥ASQ OKAOl a
N} dad ¢KAa &8SEN 6SQ@S faz2 NBO2NRSR
Page 5 also explains how volunteers recorded these chicks, whether capturing t
moment on trail camera or seeing them with her own eyes.

Read as well about all the other activities which have been happening this year,

includingtheah &t F yRa aSIF O0ANR KSIFfGK OKSO| T A& SormnP deﬂﬂ%l@c%gggrde& dﬂg‘%;&
seabird surveys carried out by the RSPB and, of course, read how we met Royalt.}dampsne October 2015. Photo David Price | !

'a / KNRAadGYFa | LIINRIFOKSa ¢6SWNB |t NBIFR 0
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2013. But Biz will be confirming the situation with use of a monitoring grid over a 52 ez2dz tAQYS 2y {UC
month-long period. She will also update our #icS O dzNA G & G NI A y A y 3Cap yor checkipgimonitodng statiomns
looking forward to seeing you all again. Thanks to those of you who have been carrfii§ YOU Visiting next year and can yo
out monitoring and reporting potential rat sightings to us. Do keep up the good work. ~ assist us? Please get in touch.

Do report any possible sightings to the team by calling 01720 422153 and for any Phone: 01720 422153

further information you want on the project just visitww.ios-seabirds.org.uk )
jaclyn.pearson@rspb.org.uk

Jaclyn Pearson Project Manager, Lydia Titterton Project Officer, Holly Paget
Brownt Project Volunteer

Project Partners and supporters T

e | Above: Special Protection Area survey f
,\ giving i‘lﬁi}t /\ 1 all seabirds, Annet May 2015. From lefti
nature = — =

d £ ' Jaclyn Pearson, Matthew Tickner, Will |
Y — =W/ Scott, Lana Austin, Lydia Titterton, |
J a home The s of Silly wildite Truse | SLES OF SCILLY ENGLAND &// ' Gemma Bowcock. Photo Ed Marshall. |
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"At Troytown Farm we run a dairy, iceeam business and a campsite. Our campers come here .t
-enjoy the natural environment and the seabirds. The rats have been destructive over the year's
i the project has already benefited all our operations here and we know our campers are en]oyl s
islands being without rats. They also regularly ask about the birds they hear at night and we é o
G KS NB G dzNSn Kicks, Froytgvin Far S| NB | ( S NE @ ¢
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A view from local resident and farmer

I NB

Jaclyn and Vickie meet
HRH Prince Charles
© Charles Sainsbwilaice Titterton and Ed Marshall

HRH Prince Charles talks to

© Charles Sainsbuiiylaice

The Duchess of Cornwall talks Smiles all round in the community. Fron
Jaclyn, Vickie, John Peacock, Lydta Jaclyn at the Island Hall
about the project ©Chris Hall

left: Richard McCarthy, Trish and John
Peacock, Jaclyn, Rosie Felton and Ros¢
Bird.

Thanks to our partners the Duchy of Cornwall for inviting us to say hello to the Duke and Duchess on their visit toistdlgneksen they
met the island community. We were thrilled to be able to tell their Royal Highnesses about our project work. Jaclyn PeERSPBaSeabird
Project Officer Dr Vickie Heaney were introduced to Prince Charles and walked a short way with him discussing the fogdotrbgucing
him in turn to team members: Project Officer Lydia Titterton; Volunteer photographer Ed Marshall and from St Agnes BujatihgoRRmteer
John Peacock. The Prince asked us questions about the Manx shearwaters and their successful fledging in 2014 and athmatciiog yres
the winter operation. He told us how wonderful it had been for him to see so many Manx shearwaters from the boat overilolE Q a «
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Our appreciatiorto Clarence House photograph€harles Sainsbwilaice for providing the royal photogou can see some of the official
photos athttp://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk/lateshews/princecharles/ And again our gratitudéeo Hugh House for getting us an invitation to tt
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Paul St Pierre

Jaclyn Pearson
Sarah Mason

Richard McCarthy
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Chief Executive

Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust
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Duchy of Cornwall
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Julian Pearce
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Stakeholder Visit

In July we welcomed LIFE Funding Desk Officers Laszlo B
and Tommy Sejersen plus our LIFE Monitor Karen Lunan t
the islands as part of their ongoing review of the project.
tKSe Syez2eSR f221Ay3a i
results to date in helping protect our seabirds.

From left: Martin Auld RSPB; Will Garratt Duchy of Cornwall; Richard
McCarthy St Agnes and Gugh; Paul St Pierre, Nick Folkard RSPB; Ruth

Sharman RSPB; Gemma Bowcock; Laszlo Becsy; Tommy Sejersen; Jacl
Pearson. Photo Karen Lunan.
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http://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk/latest-news/prince-charles/

Young Seabird Ambassadors

A key part of the Project is engaging and inspiring young peofseng Seabird Ambassadarabout the world of seabird

conservation. This year has brought a mix of activities to local and visiting schools, to youth groups, colleges ariteslni

Natura 2000 Day! May 21st. Isles of Scilly Council Extended School Servicésuth Hub Holiday Club.
CKAE &SEN 6SQ0S dzy RSNIiF 1Sy ft2da
LI NI 2F W2dzi 2F a0OK22ft Q Of dzo a
{G '3ySad LYy &adzyYSN) GKSNB gl a
WAt REAFS R20dzySy it NEW 2y [

eabirds and |

gnes. Photo |
elen
cGuiness.

1 Butterﬂy signs in support |

! of the Day; .

' Above left: Blue Class onn
I their boat trip; '

Middle: Blue class and St,

1 Agnes school have a pic-! St Agnes School
- nic. .

STGY- wol
33 Kdzyfi¢

: Bottom: Five islands Nurslr To continue to ensure the islands have no sign of rats, the school children gre

ery class sing and play. | o eyes and ears! They check 10 permanent monitoring stations, assist with

Natura 2000 is the name given to the nature protection shrew surveys and recently they had Apple Day. Windfall apples were collgct
. L . . up by the children to remove this potential food source for rats. So if a rodent
sites within the territory of the European Union, of R2Sa. NBGdNY G2 {G ! 3 y'S A AGQfE 05 i
6 KAOK {OAffeQa {LISOAIE t N&HeSHaMoh Ry aﬂ)pﬁ’.@ lrast ek thabiks th volurtedSsie 216, %eyz

We decided the best way to celebrate the daywasto [KIF R Fdzy | a LI NI 2F WgAtt2g oAfREAT

OF NNE 2dzii &2dziK F OGA@AGA PRS2 N a2YS 2F GKS nafIyRaQ OKAt 1
RNBY YR &aK2¢ adzZlli2 NI K e W |
AAIYQ Ay 2dzNJ LA OGdzNBao 2
al NBQa F2NJ I o02Fd GNRL G4
puffins. Blue Class joined local St Agnes school childre
for a picnic at the Island Hall and told them all about
their boat trip. The event ended with a sisgng in Red

Clasgxii KS ydzNESNE Oflaa ol Of

Higher Education Field Trips
Nature in music

G CA@S LatlyRa { OK2

Second year undergraduates in Conservation and Coulin
tryside Management from Duchy College joined the Pro-| & EE
ject as part of their field trip to the islands. We also prp-
vided a seabird workshop to Cornwall College Ecology
A0dzRSyGa Fd tSyAyyAra 2y

students includedds DNB I & G2 f SI Ny
0KS azdzik ¢gSaiteod

)
T

“l ed a(g

|ctur§§ he winning video on the we
site can be checked out at www.ios
seabirds.org.uk. The pupils then took part in
== field trip to hear the Manx shearwaters for

al NBEQa o

eft: Duchy College Conservatlon and Country3|de Management s u- 3 .work

ents. Right: Cornwall College Ecology students .

'L
'd
1

1 Bottom: Field trip to hear nesting Manxies on Peninnis !

_project was a great success. The assignment
involved making a video for the Seabird Reco

d y 3 {S
nd ad ing sound and narrativ

b

A
g

themselves, visiting burrows at Peninnis on S

i I Top: Year 9 Music pupils receive awards for their projef

™ 1

I

it

University Talks iLeft: Talkto !
1 University of 1
We delivered talks to the 2015 South West Marine Ecosy,sEstﬁ%teerfléoology:

tems meeting (SWME) at the Marine Laboratories, Plymo Whne Talk at |

and to BSc Zoology students atthe/ A @S NR A i & "%m‘gjgé S: (
Falmouth Campus. Both talks were well received. :_ y '
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W51 4GS ¢ A waks dn TrésdoNd®kplace in June S
and September. Congratulations to all the volunteers;
hour-long guided walks allowed 381 people to hear al

about our seabirds and the project itself. Thank you t
Tresco Estate for hosting us.

Feedback from visitors included:

G¢KS IFdzZARS RAR | 3ANBI
birds in a simple way that | could understand. | had
never heard of these species and now | want to do more

EAb ove: Paul, Holly and Chloe guide walks G2 KStL d K Sye Y ;éo':lam

:?NBY 06KS W51 4S zi\uK bl GdzZNBEQ aiGl yR®, . . R /0’%,&,,3%.‘:;@&% 2 .
162 L) NAIKGY b)\Ol by R OAde a8k & g A KA SNIA G EY Fy {2 KS ¢ 0/’@‘*@“?@‘2 ta
ibb GdNEW gl t1a Ay {SRASYoSMBYU U2 UKS YFAYtIYyR % We 0(,}%,;?\,%,

' Bottom right: Most popular feedback words |, L A } ?’°§‘3 9 é?('?%%% .
 from visitors in June and September 1 @ |— i gt 82 AYGSNBAGAYT (2 ¢\ =S asy, U
: adu SAy3a 2dzu 2y | I £ S CA

WY{ SI NOKA yzl F2NJ { ANByaQ aSIoANR gl ftl1a FAY (2 '&t@vteleft Vx@llxacmy@rasnmrysun
27 alyE aKSINBFIGSNE 2y fLyRd alyE aKSINBIGSN IddelegsWaL%%mgrysm
nal calls while during the day they can be heard calling back from their nesting burrows! We Jomedl thetober

W2 f1 {OAffe CSatAgdrtaqQ Ay o0620K ! LINAEf FyR h QMIQd@®NﬂVaMOSStP¢B)\V%frEDup'
lead four other walks through the yed@hanks to Bob Dawson for his role here and to Will Wagstaff fgrRight: Walk on Gugh in May '
talking about the project as part of his own regular local island wildlife tours. | Below: Most popular feedback words

. on Walk Scilly: Apnl St Marys Walk'

CSSRoHO]1 FTNRBY (KS OAaAd2NB 2y G(KS s1ft1a AyOf)
2dzNJ FSSUGH . dzi Ad ¢l & ANBFG G2 fSENY |o2dzi (K
4L Syec2e8SR SOSNBOKAYIS AlG 6Fa oNREtALFYd Fdzy ofes Informatlve
such a difference. Also it was amazing seeing other species such as the caterpillars which are food I n S I rl n

O0dz0122a YR KSINAYy3 (G4KS {AGGAGlI1Sad LG KFa o Educational

You can hear more interviews on the project websitew.iosseabirds.orguk S R G2 Wl dz Positive

Scillonian Il Ferry Guides & Seabird Safaris

This year 120olunteers took to the decks of the Scillonian Il ferry on Fridays in virtually all
= weathers to help identify the various wildlife species visible to those on board. Thanks for
unquenchable enthusiasm and for pointing out no less ti&666animals (cetaceans and
s fISh as well as seabirds!) while explaining all about the project to the passengers.

¥ Feedback from the latterincluded: L & A& 3INBIF G (G2 KSIF N f
NA@S 2y GKS AaflyRae ¢KS adz00SaasSa é2 Tl
GFrf1 G2 RdzZNAYy3 2dzNJ aidl 8¢ o

Also big thanks to skipper John Peacock and Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Ranger Rob Ca
GKA&a @SIFNDna ¢SS{fe {d !'3ySa o62rdAay3a w{SI
' mentary was particularly positive. And it was a bumper year for spotting dolphins too!

)
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First storm petrels to breed on St Agnes and Gugh in living mema

Unlike the much larger Manx shearwaters, which come out of their burrows a
night to explore, tiny sparrowized storm petrels are more elusitg/dia Titter-
ton, Project Officerexplains how we got the evidence of breeding success,

Ly WwdzZ & L gla g2N)JAy3a a w{t. {St
(Special Protection Area) seabird surveys across the islands and we surveyd
tential storm petrel nesting sites on St Agnes and Gugh. Dr Vickie Heaney ha
monitored both islands for Storm petrel nest sites for 15 years and never had
response. So we were so happy to hear the adult storm petrels calling back f
sites on St Agnes! This implied they were nesting in these boulder gaps but w

needed to prove this. We visited the sites again in September when chicks hateft: Holly, Lydia and Jaclyn delighted to have just heard andi

KIG§OKSR G2 tAadSy F2NJ GKS WOKSSLAY %‘gged?t?*m RPtRelghicksspvijh @ Rurgowsgoge OW@%%

delighted when | heard the first cheeplng calls from chicks beneath the rocks, it was just incredible! The next nigéd igtwaclyn and
Holly and we managed to get both sound recording and video footage of the chicks. It has been my highlight of the facjeét so

You can hear and watch the footage in the audio section of the project webgiteiosseabirds.orgu 2 S NBO2NRSR FAL
total across St Agnes and Gugh. Then in early October a chick was reported to visiting ornithologist and Lundy birdidiRyareDaho was
staying at Troytown Farm. He collected the chick and put it on a nearby wall away from cats. He also took quick piatigkascagieat this
was a chick, as it was still downy. However, its wing feathers showed it had fledged. But had it fledged from nearbycdknhghes? We can
not be sure. What a privilege though to get photos of this tiny little chick before it heads offshore to spend its lifedbsga!

28 Manx shearwater chicks recorded on St Agnes and Gugh in 2

In 2014 we recorded 10 Manx shearwater chicks on St Agnes and Gugh. This was the
time in living memory they had been recorded. This year that figure increased to 28 chi
Holly Paget Brown, Community Heritage Volunteer Team Leadas part of the team col-
lating this evidence and explains how she used trail cameras to do this and how much
enjoys volunteering;
Gl GAY3 P2fdzy (SSNBR sAGK GKS Latsa 2F {
enjoyed it so greatly it was hard to stay away once | had graduated. | particularly enjoys
job of setting out camera traps in various locations around St Agnes and Gugh in order
footage and proof of Manx Shearwater chicks fledging. This footage would not only pro
presence of Manx shearwater chicks, but enable the project to show footage of these €
birds to wide audiences on the project website. At times it was challenging to find active o
rows with appropriate places for the camera but it paid off and we managed to capture SOMe---=------==--=--=- R

great shots of the chicks and their behaviour. You can watchwitat.iosseabirds.org.uk It |  Manx shearwater chick St Agnes Nick Tomalin '

gl a Ftaz2 ANBIG G2 a8 10KA QO RMM AR RS2 NDKSAMNS foTdNRRslang
G¢KS avlrtt GSFEY FNB T SFf2dzAs KIENRG2NJAYy3I yR O2YYAG( $eBingmith O
them a great experience. The breadth of the work | have been taking part in is wide and | have gained valuable expedeyneedas , as we
Fa LINAOSf Saa YSY2NARS&¢ oD

St Agnes School Puffin Treat

St Agnes Boating gave its own vote of thanks to the Project by taking island
school children on a special boat trip to see puffins and other seabirds.

John Peacock, St Agnes Boattag A RY G ¢KS t NB2SOG A a
which is important for ecotourism on Scilly and for future
ISYySNrdAzya ¢

Remy Lewin, St Agnes school pupid SR mm &F ARY aLi o1
saw eight species of seabirds including puffins and shearwaters. | am happy
GKSNB Aa y2 airdy 2F Nrida a2 GKS &as$s
ONBSR YR R2 ¢Sttt a GKSEBQNB 4KI
Sylvie Hick, St Agnes school pupiE SR ¢ al ARYa&a2S atl g
Y2ad FlI@2dNRGS yAYlLIta Ay GKS ast
0SI1aHe
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SPA (Special Protection Area) Seabird Surveys

w{t. {SFOANR tNB2SOl hFFAOSNI 5NJ *
seabird survey carried out this year.

GCKAA &adzYYSNIL €SR I GSIY 2F GKNB
and Will) plus 25 volunteers to carry out a full survey of the breeding seabi £
in the Isles of Scilly. The last full survey of this SPA conducted in 2006 corg
Scilly as the most significant seabird colony in the saut, supporting over
9000 pairs. The survey was jointly funded by Natural England, LIFE and t
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Juggling weather and tides with the help of intrepid boatmen the survey in+*
volved landing on as many as 50 individual rocks and islands in order to cae¥
the number of active nests. For most species, including gulls and terns, thi
a straight forward case of searching the shoreline for nests with eggs in. Bu
for other birds, such as fulmars, which tend to nest in cliffy areas, a count o
sitting birds from the boat was the best plan. The most difficult birds to cou
were the Manx shearwaters and storm petrelsoth of which nest under-
ground. Initial analysis of the survey results indicates a mixed bag of fortune
for our seabirds.. The results will be published in January and they will furth
inform us on how we can best protect our seabirds. It was an absolute delig
to carry out these surveys and huge thanks are due to all the wonderful pec
Ay G2t GSRO &

Species Trend 2006 to 2015 ’

Manx shearwater, Guillemot, Razorbill Significant increases - £ f‘\»; |
Great blackbacked gull Slight increase RS X
Storm petrel, Puffin, Fulmar Stable or slight decrease

Kittiwake, Common tern, Herring gull, Lesser| Significant decreases

blackbacked gull, Shag, Cormorant

1
E Clockwise from top left: The SPA seabird survey team, Vickie Heaney, Lydia Tittellfto

'Lana Austin and Will Scott: Puffin on nest, Mincarlo: Surveys on Hearing gull: !

! Matthew Tickner, Jaclyn Pearson and Vickie Heaney surveying Annet: Storm petrél ¢
lySat Ay o6S506SSy o62df RSNAY [ 2NNIAYyS [ §ia 38
'adzNBSe QY {KI3 RNEAYy3 gAy3d FTSHAKSNBY | 288
1 introductory brief ahead of storm petrel surveys: Kittiwake on St Agnes: Alice Trevail
1 and Will Scott monitor gull nests: Fulmar in flight retuning to nest: Razorbill. '
1
1
1

I
1 Photos by Ed Marshall (unless otherwise stated) .
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Bio-security is all about preventing rats from-irgfesting St Agnes and Gugh and
what to do should one or more be found on the islanidglia Titterton, Project

Officerleads a team of 20 volunteers trained across St Agnes and Gugh and St
Marys. Biesecurity to keep the island rdtee can be summarised in four stages;

1. Prevention.There is bait on board boats which serve the islands (including the

[e2yS&aaS [IRe FYyR {0 !'3ySa .2rdAy3aQa @SaasStaoo
trained a. to check high risk items being brought ashore (eg hay and animal feed)

b. to ensure good waste management practice by using compost bins and seqigh Beach August 2015 |
wheelie bins and c. to remain vigilant at all times for sign of rats and to encourage . . ______ .

all visitors to be equally vigilant.

rat harbourage materials on the islands . Thanks to all those who have joined in t
events. In August we collected 40 bags from Gugh alone.

2. Detection. Permanent monitoring stations are examined every two to three wee
The chocolate wax inside the permanent boxes around the coastline is checked fi
teeth marks. So far any marks have only been from shrews. Thanks to those of y
the islands who have been checking inland monitoring stations on your land. Rec
another four members of the community have come forward to check a section of
coastal stations thank you.

TheWwl G hy | wl (Q o(whOli2M42K 2Enables/Visitorg dny 0
NEaARSyGa G2 OFftft lFo2dzi Fye@dKAYy3 &dza
3. SurveillanceThis is where someone trained in {siecurity measures carriesoutarjal LJ 2F Hy Wwh! wQ aridSao |
investigation into a suspected rat sign. 1 2014 and the pink marks were call outs in 2015. i

4. Incursion responseA 300 metrewide, 50 station monitoring grid is set out with flavoured wax or tracking tunnels. This is checked ove
monthly period. If there is a rat, it will be detected. If there is no sign, then the grid is brought in after that montfggéemke returns. So far
the ROAR hotline has h&8 calls all of which we have set up grids for. Thankfully all have been false alarms. Pats on the back to all the
volunteers who have assisted with these grid-aps and checks. And please do get in touch if you would like to join ourtgeiuram.

Networking talks and visits

We have also been letting others know about the project. In Leeds back in the Spring we gave a talk at the
w{t.Qad /2yaSNBIiA2Yy |/ 2yFTSNBYyOSd® WFYAS 28@3SNE w{t. tw 9ESOdz

selfaief SR QDfl ad2yodz2NE F2NJ . ANR 2 GOKSNER®Q Il ONRPaa GKS LNRAK
LaflyRYS b2NIKSNY LNBflFIyRQa 2yfeée AYyKIoAGSR AaftlryR 6AGK | LISN

This Autumn, Project Supervisor Paul St Pierre together with Jaclyn visited the Shiant Isles in the Outer Hebrides.
These islands have their own Recovery Project too. They are similar in size to St Agnes and Gugh but are unin-
habited and their high cliffs set different challenges. Paul and Jaclyn helped set up part of the baiting grid and it
was great to see the team members of Wildlife Management International and catch up with Biz Bell ahead of

KSNJ NBldzNYy (2 {OAffed ¢KIyla FNB RdzsS G2 w{t.Qada tKA{tXZ /KIFNIA
to exchange advice on these operations. On her return Jaclyn gave a presentation to the Isles of Scilly Bird Group

FYyR GKSY Fd GKS w{t.Qa wS3aazyltt /KNrRadGYlFLad YSSGAy3a Ay 9ESGSN
.CNBY tSTay wrOfeyQa dGrfl Fd GKS NBOSyd w{t. /KNJ’\auYI‘“ YSSGAY3AT W

:57\ NEOG2N) 2F /2yaSNBIdGAzy |G GKS w{t. / QVéQN@IynuwﬁhiR$PBO?YTSNByééT WI Y A
1 warden Liam McFaul on Rathlin Island; Jaclyn and Paul assisting with the Shiant Isles Seabird Recoverfydfnoeftt

! i Paul St Pierre; Johnny Tayton (WMIL), Jack Ibbotson (WMIL), Phil Taylor (RSPB Scotland), Jaclyn Pearson; Biz Bell (WMIL),
- Robin Reid (RSPB Scotland); Bottom right: Garbh Eilean on the Shiants. |
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