
Issue  No. 5 Page 1 

 The Shearwater 
   Issue 5  December  2015 

 

   Working with the local community and visitors on the Isles of Scilly to enhance their important seabird heritage  

Project Partners and supporters  

Above: Storm petrel chick recorded at St Agnes 
campsite: October 2015. Photo David Price   

Your Manxies and Stormies  

Need You! 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ ƻǊ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΚ 
Can you check any monitoring stations? 
Are you visiting next year and can you 

assist us? Please get in touch.  

Phone: 01720 422153 

jaclyn.pearson@rspb.org.uk 

Above: Special Protection Area survey for 
all seabirds, Annet May 2015. From left 
Jaclyn Pearson, Matthew Tickner, Will 
Scott, Lana Austin, Lydia Titterton, 
Gemma Bowcock. Photo Ed Marshall.  

Storm petrel chicks recorded on St Agnes & Gugh ς  first time in living 

memory! 

Last year we had the wonderful news of the first Manx shearwater chicks on St Agnes 

ŀƴŘ DǳƎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǇŜǘǊŜƭΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

been recorded as breeding on St Agnes and Gugh in living memory. Turn to Page 5 to 

ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŦƛǾŜ ΨǎǘƻǊƳƛŜΩ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ 

ǊŀǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ну aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊǊƻǿǎΦ  

Page 5 also explains how volunteers recorded these chicks, whether capturing the  

moment on trail camera or seeing them with her own eyes. 

Read as well about all the other activities which have been happening this year, 

including the all-ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǎŜŀ ōƛǊŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƘŜŎƪΤ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΩ ό{t!ύ 

seabird surveys  carried out by the RSPB and, of course, read how we met Royalty!  

!ǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǿŜΨǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ  

.ƛȊ .Ŝƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ΨǊŀǘ-ǎƛƎƴΩΦ ²Ŝ 

ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ Ǌŀǘǎ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

2013. But Biz will be confirming the situation with use of a monitoring grid over a 

month-long period.  She will also update our bio-ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

looking forward to seeing you all again. Thanks to those of you who have been carrying 

out monitoring and reporting potential rat sightings to us.  Do keep up the good work. 

Do report any possible sightings to the team by calling 01720 422153 and for any 

further information you want on the project just visit: www.ios-seabirds.org.uk  

Jaclyn Pearsonτ Project Manager, Lydia TittertonτProject Officer, Holly Paget 
BrownτProject Volunteer  



Smiles all round in the community. From 
left: Richard McCarthy, Trish and John 
Peacock, Jaclyn, Rosie Felton and Rose 
Bird. 
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Royal visit  

HRH Prince Charles talks to 
Jaclyn, Vickie, John Peacock, Lydia 
Titterton and Ed Marshall 
© Charles Sainsbury-Plaice 

Jaclyn and Vickie meet 
HRH Prince Charles  
© Charles Sainsbury-Plaice 

A view from local resident and farmer  

The Duchess of Cornwall talks 
to Jaclyn at the Island Hall 
about the project © Chris Hall 

"At Troytown Farm we run a dairy, ice-cream business and a campsite. Our campers come here to 

enjoy the natural environment and the seabirds. The rats have been destructive over the years, so 

the project  has already benefited all our operations here and we know our campers  are enjoying the 

islands being without rats. They  also regularly ask about the birds they hear at night and we explain 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎΦέ   Sam Hicks, Troytown Farm   

Thanks to our partners the Duchy of Cornwall for inviting us to say hello to the Duke and Duchess on their visit to St Agnes in July when they 

met the island community. We were thrilled to be able to tell their Royal Highnesses about our project work. Jaclyn Pearson and RSPB Seabird 

Project Officer Dr Vickie Heaney were introduced to Prince Charles and walked a short way with him discussing the project, before introducing 

him in turn to team members: Project Officer Lydia Titterton; Volunteer photographer Ed Marshall and from St Agnes Boating Project volunteer 

John Peacock. The Prince asked us questions about the Manx shearwaters and their successful fledging in 2014 and about the methodology of 

the winter operation.  He told us how wonderful it had been for him to see so many Manx shearwaters from the boat over from St MŀǊȅΩǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳƳǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ  ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ  мллл aŀƴȄƛŜǎ ǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ {ƻǳƴŘΦ   

Our appreciation to Clarence House photographer Charles Sainsbury-Plaice for providing the royal photos. You can see some of the official 

photos at http://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk/latest-news/prince-charles/. And again our gratitude to Hugh House for getting us an invitation to the 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŀȅΦ όt{ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΩDŜƻǊge and the 

5ǊŀƎƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ IŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Řǳƭȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ bŜǿǎύΦ  

Project Steering Group  Stakeholder Visit  
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In July we welcomed LIFE Funding Desk Officers Laszlo Becsy 

and Tommy Sejersen plus our LIFE Monitor Karen Lunan to 

the islands as part of their ongoing review of the project. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ  ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

results to date in helping protect our seabirds.  

From left: Martin Auld RSPB; Will Garratt Duchy of Cornwall; Richard 

McCarthy St Agnes and Gugh; Paul St Pierre, Nick Folkard RSPB; Ruth 

Sharman RSPB; Gemma Bowcock; Laszlo Becsy; Tommy Sejersen; Jaclyn 

Pearson. Photo Karen Lunan.   

 

Biz Bell (WMIL) talks to Sam Hicks 2014 

http://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk/latest-news/prince-charles/


Natura 2000 is the name given to the nature protection 

sites within the territory of the European Union, of 

ǿƘƛŎƘ {ŎƛƭƭȅΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ό{t!ύ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜΦ 

We decided the best way to celebrate the day was to 

ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŎƘƛƭπ

ŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ΨōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ 

ǎƛƎƴΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘƻƻƪ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ƭǳŜ /ƭŀǎǎΣ {ǘ 

aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƻǳǘ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

puffins. Blue Class joined local St Agnes school children 

for a picnic at the Island Hall and told them all about 

their boat trip. The event ended with a sing-song in Red 

Class ς ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ  
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A key part of the Project is engaging and inspiring young people - Young Seabird Ambassadors ς about the world of seabird 
conservation. This year has brought a mix of activities to local and visiting schools, to youth groups, colleges and Universities.   

Young Seabird Ambassadors  

University Talks  

We delivered talks to the 2015 South West Marine Ecosys-

tems meeting (SWME) at the Marine Laboratories, Plymouth 

and to BSc Zoology students at the ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ȄŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

Falmouth Campus. Both talks were well received.  

             Nature in music  

!ǘ CƛǾŜ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ¸ŜŀǊ фΩǎ ΨbŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ aǳǎƛŎΩ 
project was a great success. The assignment 
involved making a video for the Seabird Recov-
ŜǊȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
fledged chicks and adding sound and narrative 
to the pictures. The winning video on the web-
site can be checked out at www.ios-
seabirds.org.uk. The pupils then took part in a 
field trip to hear the Manx shearwaters for 
themselves, visiting burrows at Peninnis on St 
aŀǊȅΩǎΦ  

Isles of Scilly Council Extended School Services - Youth Hub Holiday Club.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŎƭǳōǎΦ !ǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƭŜŘ ŀ ΨǎŜŀōƛǊŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƎƎ ƘǳƴǘΩ ƻƴ 
{ǘ !ƎƴŜǎΦ Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƘǊŜǿ ƘǳƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ 
ΨǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΨ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳΦ  

Higher Education  Field Trips  

Second year undergraduates in Conservation and Coun-

tryside Management from Duchy College joined the Pro-

ject as part of their field trip to the islands. We  also pro-

vided a seabird workshop to Cornwall College Ecology 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ tŜƴƛƴƴƛǎ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ  CŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

students included: άDǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎϥ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǎǘέΦ  

Butterfly signs in support 
of the Day;  

Above left: Blue Class on 
their boat trip;  

Middle: Blue class and St 
Agnes school have a pic-
nic.  

Bottom: Five islands Nurs-
ery class sing and play.  

 Natura 2000 Day! May 21st.  

St Agnes School  

To continue to ensure the islands have no sign of rats, the school children are 
our eyes and ears! They check 10 permanent monitoring stations, assist with 
shrew surveys and recently  they had Apple Day. Windfall apples were collected 
up by the children  to remove this potential food source for rats. So if a rodent 
ŘƻŜǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƴƛōōƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ǿŀȄ ƛƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
rather than on juicy apples. Last week thanks to volunteer Susie Taylor, they also 
ƘŀŘ Ŧǳƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ψǿƛƭƭƻǿ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
star fish.  

[ŜŦǘΥ Ψ9ŀǎǘŜǊ - 
seabirds and 
ŜƎƎ ƘǳƴǘΩ ƻƴ {ǘ 
Agnes. Photo 
Helen 
McGuiness.  

wƛƎƘǘΥ Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΩ 
ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ  

Left: Checking permanent monitoring stations. Middle:  Apple Day with Lydia and Holly.  Photo 
Irina Mereniuc. Right: Willow wildlife with Susie Taylor (bottom left) 

Top: Year 9 Music pupils receive awards for their project 
work   

Bottom: Field trip to hear nesting Manxies on Peninnis   

Left: Talk to 
University of 
Exeter Zoology 
students  

Right: Talk at 
University of 
Plymouth  

Left: Duchy College Conservation and Countryside Management stu-
dents. Right: Cornwall College Ecology students  



Scillonian III Ferry Guides & Seabird Safaris  
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Ψ5ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ bŀǘǳǊŜΩ walks on Tresco took place in June 
and September. Congratulations to all the volunteers; 91 
hour-long guided walks allowed 381 people to hear all 
about our seabirds and the project itself.  Thank you to 
Tresco Estate for hosting us.  

Feedback from visitors included:  

ά¢ƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
birds in a simple way that I could understand.  I had 
never heard of these species and now I want to do more 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳέ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻƴ {Ŏƛƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘΦέ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎ 
ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎέΦ  

This  year 12 volunteers took to the decks of the Scillonian III ferry on Fridays in virtually all 

weathers to help identify the various wildlife species visible to those on board. Thanks for your 

unquenchable enthusiasm  and for pointing out no less than  18,666 animals (cetaceans and 

fish as well as seabirds!) while explaining all about the project to the passengers.  

Feedback from the latter included: άLǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǊπ

ǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ΨƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƘŀǘǎΩ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀȅέΦ 

Also big thanks to skipper John Peacock and Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Ranger Rob Carrier for 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ Ψ{ŜŀōƛǊŘ {ŀŦŀǊƛǎΩΦ CŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀōƻǳǘ wƻōΩǎ ŎƻƳπ

mentary was particularly positive. And it was a bumper year for spotting dolphins too!   

Above: Paul, Holly and Chloe guide walks 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ bŀǘǳǊŜΩ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ 

¢ƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ bƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ /ƘƭƻŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ  Ψ5ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
bŀǘǳǊŜΨ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  

Bottom right: Most popular feedback words 
from visitors in June and September   

Ψ5ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ bŀǘǳǊŜΩ  

Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ƛǊŜƴǎΩ {ŜŀōƛǊŘ ǿŀƭƪǎ 

Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ƛǊŜƴǎΩ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴǎ 

ƻŦ aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘΦ aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƛǊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΩ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻŎǘǳǊπ

nal calls while during the day they can be heard calling back from their nesting burrows!  We joined the 

Ψ²ŀƭƪ {Ŏƛƭƭȅ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΩ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎΣ DǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 

lead four other walks through the year.Thanks to Bob Dawson for his role here and to Will Wagstaff for 

talking about the project as part of his own regular local island wildlife tours.   

CŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ 

ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΗ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘέ  

άL ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŦǳƴΦ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ 

such a difference. Also it was amazing seeing other species such as the caterpillars which are food for 

ŎǳŎƪƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘǘƛǿŀƪŜǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŘŀȅΦέ  

You can hear more interviews on the project website www.ios-seabirds.org.uk ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ΨŀǳŘƛƻΩ 

Above left: Walk Scilly on St Marys in 
April 

Middle left: Walk on St Marys in       
October 

Middle right: Walk on St Marys in June 

Right: Walk on Gugh in May  

Below: Most popular feedback words 
on Walk Scilly: April, St Marys Walk  
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Unlike the much larger Manx shearwaters, which come out of their burrows at 

night to explore,  tiny sparrow-sized storm petrels are more elusive. Lydia Titter-

ton, Project Officer explains how we got the evidence of breeding success, 

άLƴ Wǳƭȅ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ w{t. {ŜŀōƛǊŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {t! 

(Special Protection Area) seabird surveys across the islands and we  surveyed po-

tential storm petrel nesting sites on St Agnes and Gugh. Dr Vickie Heaney has 

monitored both islands for Storm petrel nest sites for 15 years and never had any 

response. So we were so happy to hear the adult storm petrels calling back from six 

sites on St Agnes! This implied they were nesting in these boulder gaps but we still 

needed to prove this. We visited the sites again in September when chicks had 

ƘŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƘŜŜǇƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊπ

ents return to the nests to feed them. Armed with a head torch and patience I was 

delighted when I heard the first cheeping calls from chicks beneath the rocks, it was just incredible!  The next night I returned with Jaclyn and 

Holly and we managed to get both sound recording and video footage of the chicks. It has been my highlight of the project so farΦέ 

You can hear and watch the footage in the audio section of the project website www.ios-seabirds.org.ukΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ΨǎǘƻǊƳƛŜΩ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ƛƴ 

total across St Agnes and Gugh. Then in early October a chick was reported to visiting ornithologist and Lundy bird ringer David Price who was 

staying at Troytown Farm. He collected the chick and put it on a nearby wall away from cats. He also took quick pictures as evidence that this 

was a chick, as it was still downy. However, its wing feathers showed it had fledged. But had it fledged from nearby Annet or on Agnes? We can-

not be sure. What a privilege though to get photos of this tiny little chick before it heads offshore to spend its life largely at sea!   

St Agnes Boating gave its own vote of thanks to the Project by taking island 

school children on a special boat trip to see puffins and other seabirds.   

John Peacock, St Agnes Boating ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎ 

which is important for ecotourism on Scilly and for future  

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ έ 

Remy Lewin, St Agnes school pupil ŀƎŜŘ мм ǎŀƛŘΥ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ 

saw eight species of seabirds including puffins and shearwaters. I am happy 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ Ǌŀǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōǊŜŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ōǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦέ 

 Sylvie Hick, St Agnes school pupil ŀƎŜŘ с ǎŀƛŘΥά²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ǇǳŦŦƛƴǎΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ōŜŀƪǎΗέ 

First storm petrels to breed on St Agnes and Gugh in living memory  

28 Manx shearwater chicks recorded on St Agnes and Gugh in 2015   

In 2014 we recorded 10 Manx shearwater chicks on St Agnes and Gugh. This was the first 

time in living memory they had been recorded. This year that figure increased to 28 chicks. 

Holly Paget Brown, Community Heritage Volunteer Team Leader was part of the team  col-

lating this evidence and explains  how she used trail cameras to do this and how much she 

enjoys volunteering;  

άIŀǾƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜǎ ƻŦ {Ŏƛƭƭȅ {ŜŀōƛǊŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 

enjoyed it so greatly it was hard to stay away once I had graduated. I particularly enjoyed my 

job of setting out camera traps in various locations around St Agnes and Gugh in order to get 

footage and proof of Manx Shearwater chicks fledging. This footage would not only prove the 

presence of Manx shearwater chicks, but enable the project to show footage of these elusive 

birds to wide audiences on the project website. At times it was challenging to find active bur-

rows with appropriate places for the camera but it paid off and we managed to capture some 

great shots of the chicks and their behaviour. You can watch it at www.ios-seabirds.org.uk . It 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ΨǎǘŀǊ-ƎŀȊƛƴƎΩ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǊǊƻǿǎΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ȊŜŀƭƻǳǎΣ ƘŀǊŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘǳǎ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ǿƻƭǳƴteering with 

them a great experience. The breadth of the work I have been taking part in is wide and I have gained valuable experience in many areas , as well 

ŀǎ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎέΦ 

Left: Holly, Lydia and Jaclyn delighted to have just heard and re-
corded storm petrel chick s with a burrowscope on St Agnes and 
Gugh 

Manx shearwater chick St Agnes. Nick Tomalin  

http://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk
http://www.ios-seabirds.org.uk
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SPA (Special Protection Area) Seabird Surveys  

Species Trend 2006 to 2015 

Manx shearwater, Guillemot, Razorbill Significant increases 

Great black-backed gull Slight increase 

Storm petrel, Puffin, Fulmar Stable or slight decrease 

Kittiwake, Common tern, Herring gull, Lesser 
black-backed gull, Shag, Cormorant 

Significant decreases 

w{t. {ŜŀōƛǊŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 5Ǌ ±ƛŎƪƛŜ IŜŀƴŜȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŎƛƭƭȅΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ 

seabird survey carried out this year.   

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ L ƭŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ w{t. {ŜŀōƛǊŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎ ό[ȅŘƛŀΣ [ŀƴŀ 

and Will) plus 25 volunteers to carry out a full survey of the breeding seabirds 

in the Isles of Scilly. The last full survey of this SPA conducted in 2006 confirmed 

Scilly as the most significant seabird colony in the south-west, supporting over 

9000 pairs. The survey was jointly  funded by Natural England, LIFE and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Juggling weather and tides with the help of intrepid boatmen the survey in-

volved landing on as many as 50 individual rocks and islands in order to count 

the number of active nests. For most species, including gulls and terns, this was 

a straight forward case of searching the shoreline for nests with eggs in. But 

for other birds, such as fulmars, which tend to nest in cliffy areas, a count of 

sitting birds from the boat was the best plan. The most difficult birds to count 

were the Manx shearwaters and storm petrels ς both of which nest under-

ground. Initial analysis of the survey results indicates a mixed bag of fortunes 

for our seabirds.. The results will be published in January and they will further 

inform us on how we can best protect our seabirds. It was an absolute delight 

to carry out these surveys and huge thanks are due to all the wonderful people 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ά 

 

Clockwise from top left: The SPA seabird survey team, Vickie Heaney, Lydia Titterton, 

Lana Austin and Will Scott: Puffin on nest, Mincarlo: Surveys on Tean: Herring gull: 

Matthew Tickner, Jaclyn Pearson and Vickie Heaney surveying Annet: Storm petrel on 

ƴŜǎǘ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΥ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ  ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ aŀƴȄ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊ ΨǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪ 

ǎǳǊǾŜȅΩΥ {ƘŀƎ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎΥ  ±ƛŎƪƛŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ²ƛƭƭΣ WŀŎƭȅƴΣ [ȅŘƛŀΣ DŜƳƳŀ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŀ ŀƴ 

introductory brief ahead of storm petrel surveys: Kittiwake on St Agnes: Alice Trevail 

and Will Scott monitor gull nests: Fulmar in flight retuning to nest: Razorbill.  

Photos by Ed Marshall (unless otherwise stated) . 

Photo: Jaclyn Pearson  
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Bio-ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΥ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ΨǊŀǘ-ǎƛƎƴΩ  
Bio-security is all about preventing rats from re-infesting St Agnes and Gugh and 

what to do should one or more be found on the islands. Lydia Titterton, Project 

Officer leads a team of 20 volunteers trained across St Agnes and Gugh and St 

Marys. Bio-security to keep the island rat-free can be summarised in four stages;  

1. Prevention. There is bait on board boats which serve the islands (including the 

[ȅƻƴŜǎǎŜ [ŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎ .ƻŀǘƛƴƎΩǎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎΦύ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

trained a. to check high risk items being brought ashore (eg hay and animal feed)  

b. to ensure good waste management practice by using compost bins and secure 

wheelie bins and c. to remain vigilant at all times for sign of rats and to encourage 

all visitors to be equally vigilant.   

Beach cleans and Apple Day are just two activities which also aim to reduce food and 

rat harbourage materials on the islands . Thanks to all those who have joined in these 

events.  In August we collected 40 bags from Gugh alone.  

2. Detection.  Permanent monitoring stations are examined every two to three weeks. 

The chocolate wax inside the permanent boxes around the coastline is checked for 

teeth marks. So far any marks have only been from shrews. Thanks to those of you on 

the islands who have been checking inland monitoring stations on your land. Recently 

another four members of the community have come forward to check a section of the 

coastal stationsτthank you.  

The Ψwŀǘ hƴ ! wŀǘΩ όwh!wύ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ (tel: 01720 422153) enables visitors and 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ΨǊŀǘǘȅΦ 

3. Surveillance. This is where someone trained in bio-security measures carries out an 

investigation into a suspected rat sign.  

4. Incursion response. A 300 metre-wide, 50 station monitoring grid is set out with flavoured wax or tracking tunnels. This is checked over a 

monthly period. If there is a rat, it will be detected. If there is no sign, then the grid is brought in after that month and vigilance returns. So far 

the ROAR hotline has had 28 calls, all of which we have set up grids for. Thankfully all have been false alarms. Pats on the back to all the 

volunteers who have assisted with these grid set-ups and checks. And please do get in touch if you would like to join  our volunteer team.   

Networking talks and visits  

We have also been letting others know about the project. In Leeds back in the Spring we gave a talk at the 

w{t.Ωǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ WŀƳƛŜ ²ȅǾŜǊΣ w{t. tw 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ Ω.ƛǊŘ CŀƛǊΩ Σ wǳǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

self-ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ΩDƭŀǎǘƻƴōǳǊȅ ŦƻǊ .ƛǊŘ ²ŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΦΩ  !ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {Ŝŀ WŀŎƭȅƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ōǳǎƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƻ wŀǘƘƭƛƴ 

LǎƭŀƴŘΣ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ {ǘ !ƎƴŜǎΦ   
  
This Autumn, Project Supervisor Paul St Pierre together with Jaclyn visited the Shiant Isles in the Outer Hebrides. 

These islands have their own Recovery Project too. They are similar in size to St Agnes and Gugh but are unin-

habited and their high cliffs set different challenges. Paul and Jaclyn helped set up part of the baiting grid and it 

was great to see the team members of Wildlife Management International  and catch up with Biz Bell ahead of 

ƘŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ŎƛƭƭȅΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ w{t.Ωǎ tƘƛƭΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΣ wƻōƛƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

to exchange advice on these operations. On her return Jaclyn gave a presentation to the Isles of Scilly Bird Group 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ w{t.Ωǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9ȄŜǘŜǊΦ 

aŀǇ ƻŦ ну Ψwh!wΩ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘǎ ƛƴ 

2014 and the pink marks were call outs in 2015.   

CǊƻƳ ƭŜŦǘΥ WŀŎƭȅƴΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ w{t. /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΤ WŀŎƭȅƴ ǿƛǘƘ aƛƪŜ /ƭŀǊƪŜΣ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ IŀǊǇŜǊΣ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ w{t. /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΤ WŀƳƛŜ ²ȅǾŜǊ ŀǘ Ω.ƛǊŘ CŀƛǊΩ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΤ  Jaclyn with RSPB 

warden Liam McFaul on Rathlin Island; Jaclyn and Paul assisting with the Shiant Isles Seabird Recovery Project  - from left: 

Paul St Pierre; Johnny Tayton (WMIL), Jack Ibbotson (WMIL), Phil Taylor (RSPB Scotland), Jaclyn Pearson; Biz Bell (WMIL),  

Robin Reid (RSPB Scotland);  Bottom right:  Garbh Eilean on the  Shiants. 

Gugh Beach August 2015  


